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Synopsis

This book charts the history of armoured warfare from the first use of the tank in 1916 right through
to the 21st century, adopting military, political and global perspectives. Alaric Searle explores the
origins of the tank, the part it played in the First World War and its contribution to the outcome of the
war. He considers its role as a tool of propaganda, the military controversies of the interwar period
and the employment of armoured forces in all the major theatres in the Second World War.Since the
First World War, major and medium-sized powers have invested heavily in armoured forces. Searle
looks at the conduct of mechanised warfare in Korea, Indo-China and Vietnam, and during conflicts
such as the Arab-Israeli Wars and the Gulf Wars. Armoured Warfare adopts a global perspective,
providing the most comprehensive survey of the history of the subject currently available. With a
detailed bibliography of both primary and secondary sources, it is an ideal companion for those

studying armoured warfare, modern military history and war studies.
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Customer Reviews

Alaric Searle has rendered a great service to the study of modern military history by producing the
first comprehensive academic study of armoured warfare from its origins in the First World War to
the present day. This book should be regarded as essential reading, not just for those with an
interest in tanks, but for those who want to fully understand the evolution of warfare throughout the
Twentieth Century. Timothy Bowman, Senior Lecturer in Modern British Military History, University
of Kent, UK Armoured Warfare: A Military, Political and Global History is an intriguing approach to

the history of the tank. Instead of the usual depiction of the technical route of development, this new



study places it in the broader context of military doctrine and the combat experience. To further
broaden the viewpoint, it offers a valuable international perspective on mechanized warfare. Steven
J. Zaloga, USA The development and employment of armoured forces are amongst the most
popular themes in the military history of the 20th and early 20th centuries and a vast literature
exists. Alaric Searle’s Armoured Warfare is a uniquely valuable addition to this literature, offering
just the sort of judicious, scholarly but well-written introduction to the subject required by students in
universities and military academies and also by the intelligent general reader... As well as reviewing
such relatively well-known ground as the development and introduction of the tank in the First World
War, the rise of the German Panzer forces, the major battles of the Second World War and the
Arab-Israeli Wars, Searle discusses the employment of armour in Korea and Vietnam, in the
Indo-Pakistan Wars and in the Persian Gulf 1980-2003. He concludes with an intelligent discussion
of the future of armoured forces which rightly ranges well beyond the usual narrow fixation on the
"Main Battle Tank". In short this is an exemplary introductory work on armoured forces and
armoured warfare for the 21st-century student. Paul Harris, Royal Military Academy Sandhurst, UK
Accessible, comprehensive, and authoritative, Armoured Warfare is an excellent overview of the
subject. | recommend it to anyone who is looking for a thorough introduction to, or reliable review of,
the mechanized military operations of the past century. Bruce Ivar Gudmundsson, Marine Corps

University, USA

Alaric Searle is Professor of Modern European History at the University of Salford, UK.
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